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SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION & DESCRIPTION OF DELEGATE SELECTION PROCESS

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

2.

Washington State has a total of 97 delegates and 13 alternates. (call, 1. & Appendix B.)

The delegate selection process is governed by the Charter and Bylaws of the
Democratic Party of the United States, the Delegate Selection Rules for the 2008
Democratic National Convention (“Rules”), the Call for the 2008 Democratic National
Convention (“Call”), the Regulations of the Rules and Bylaws Committee for the 2008
Democratic National Convention (“Regs.”), the rules of the Democratic Party of
Washington State, the Washington State election code, and this Delegate Selection
Plan. (can, mA)

Following the adoption of this Delegate Selection Plan by the State Party
Committee, it shall be submitted for review and approval by the DNC Rules and
Bylaws Committee (“RBC”). The State Party Chair shall be empowered to make
any technical revisions to this document as required by the RBC to correct any
omissions and/ or deficiencies as found by the RBC to ensure its full compliance
with Party Rules. Such corrections shall be made by the State Party Chair and the
Plan resubmitted to the RBC within 30 days of receipt of notice of the RBC’s
findings. (Regs.2.5,2.6 &27)

Once this Plan has been found in Compliance by the RBC, any amendment to the
Plan by the State Party will be submitted to and approved by the RBC before it
becomes effective. (Reg. 2.9)

B. DESCRIPTION OF DELEGATE SELECTION PROCESS

1.

Washington State will use a proportional representation system based on the
results of the Caucus for apportioning delegates to the 2008 Democratic National
Convention.

The “tirst determining step” of Washington State’s delegate selection process will
occur with a Precinct Caucus on Saturday, February 9, 2008.

Voter Participation in the Process

a. Participation in Washington State’s delegate selection process is open to all
voters who wish to participate as Democrats.

b.  Washington State’s voter registration or enrollment procedures, including
the party primary, deadline to register to vote for purposes of determining
participation are in compliance with DNC rules.
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1 c.  Atno stage of Washington State’s delegate selection process shall any person
2 be required, directly or indirectly, to pay a cost or fee as a condition for
3 participating. Voluntary contributions to the Party may be made, but under
4 no circumstances shall a contribution be mandatory for participation.
5 Optional contributions may be requested, but will in no way be required. (Rule
6 2.D. & Reg. 4.4.)
7
8 d. No person shall participate or vote in the nominating process for the
9 Democratic presidential candidate who also participates in the nominating
10 process of any other party for the corresponding elections. (Rule 2.E,)
11
12 e. No person shall vote in more than one meeting which is the first meeting in
13 the delegate selection process. (Rule 3.E. & Reg. 4.6.)
14
15
16 SECTION II
17
18 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
19 A. BALLOT ACCESS
20
21 There are no filing requirements for Presidential Candidates to participate in the caucuses.
22
23 B. Each presidential candidate shall certify in writing to the State Democratic Chair, the
24 name(s) of his or her authorized representative(s) by Wednesday, January 9, 2008.
%g Candidates entering thereafter shall make said certification within 48 hours of entry. Rute
12.D.(1))
27
28 C. Each presidential candidate (including uncommitted status) shall use his or her best efforts
29 to ensure that his or her respective delegation within the state delegation achieves the
30 affirmative action goals established by this Plan and is equally divided between men and
31 women. (Rule 6.1)
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
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SECTION III

SELECTION OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

A. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT-LEVEL DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

1. Washington State is allocated 51 district-level delegates and 9 district-level
alternates. (Rule 8.C,, Call, LB. & LL)

2. District-level delegates and alternates shall be elected by the following Precinct
Caucus System:

a.

The first tier precinct caucuses will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2008.
Delegates are elected to the legislative district (LD) caucuses and county
conventions. The size of each LD delegation is determined by a formula
giving equal weight to the number of active registered voters in each LD and
an average of the Democratic presidential and gubernatorial vote in the 2004
general election. Resolutions on issues are forwarded for consideration at the
appropriate County Convention.

The second tier LD caucuses are on Saturday, April 5, 2008. Delegates to the
congressional district (CD) caucuses are elected.

County conventions will be held on Saturday, April 19, 2008. County
platforms are adopted and resolutions are passed on issues of concern to the
body.

The third tier CD caucuses are held on Saturday, May 17, 2008 - 51 district
level delegates and 9 alternates are elected at this level based upon the will of
those delegates properly credentialed and registered at the meeting.

3. Apportionment of District-Level Delegates and Alternates

a.

Washington State’s district-level delegates and alternates are apportioned
among the districts based on a formula giving equal weight to the average
vote for the Democratic candidates in the 2004 presidential and gubernatorial
elections. (Rule 8.A.; Regs. 4.11., 4.12. & Appendix A)

The state’s total number of district-level delegates will be equally divided
between men and women as nearly as possible. The overall variance between
men and women cannot exceed one. (Rule 6.C.(1) & Reg. 4.8.)
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

C.

The district-level delegates and alternates are apportioned to districts as
indicated in the following chart:

Congressional Delegates Alternates
District Males | Females Total Males | Females Total
CDh1 3 3 6 0 1 1
CD2 3 3 6 1 0 1
CDh3 2 3 5 1 0 1
CDh4 2 1 3 0 1 1
CDS 3 2 5 0 1 1
CD6 3 3 6 1 0 1
CD7 4 5 9 1 0 1
CD8 3 3 6 0 1 1
CDh9 3 2 5 0 1 1
Total 26 25 51 4 5 9

4.  District-Level Delegate and Alternate Filing Requirements

a.

A district-level delegate and alternate candidate may run for election only
within the district in which he or she is registered to vote. Rule 121,

An individual can qualify as a candidate for district-level delegate or
alternate to the 2008 Democratic National Convention by filing a statement
of candidacy designating his or her presidential (or uncommitted) preference
and a signed pledge of support for the presidential candidate (including
uncommitted status) with the State Party no sooner than Wednesday, March
5, 2008 and no later than Friday, May 2, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. (Rules 12.B. & 14.F.)

All candidates considered for district-level alternate positions must meet the
same requirements as candidates for district-level delegate positions. At the
time of the caucus a candidate for delegate who has properly filled in their
declaration of candidacy pursuant to section III.A.4.b of this Plan, shall be
permitted to seek an alternate position. (Rule 12.C.)
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5.

Presidential Candidate Right of Review for District-Level Delegates and
Alternates

a. The State Democratic Chair shall convey to the presidential candidate, or
that candidate’s authorized representative(s), not later than Friday, May 9,
2008 at 12:00 p.m., a list of all persons who have filed for delegate or
alternate pledged to that presidential candidate. (Rules 12.D. & 12.F,)

b.  Each presidential candidate, or that candidate’s authorized representative(s),
must then file with the State Democratic Chair by Thursday, May 15, 2008 at
5:00 p.m., a list of all such candidates he or she has approved, provided that
approval be given to at least three (3) times the number of candidates for
delegate men and three (3) times the number of candidates for delegate
women, and three (3) times the number of candidates for alternate men and

three (3) times the number of alternate women to be selected. (Rule 12.E.(1), Reg.
423)

c.  Failure to respond will be deemed approval of all delegate and alternate
candidates submitted to the presidential candidate unless the presidential
candidate, or the authorized representative(s), signifies otherwise in writing
to the State Democratic Chair not later than Thursday, May 15, 2008 at 5:00
p.m.

d. National convention delegate and alternate candidates removed from the list
of bona fide supporters by a presidential candidate, or that candidate’s
authorized representative(s), may not be elected as a delegate or alternate at
that level pledged to that presidential candidate. (Rule 12.E. & Reg. 4.23.)

e.  The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Co-Chairs of the
DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee whether each presidential candidate
(including uncommitted status) has used their best efforts to ensure that their
respective district-level delegate candidates and district-level alternate
candidates meet the affirmative action and inclusion considerations and
goals detailed in the Affirmative Action section of this Plan within three (3)
business days of returning the list of approved district-level delegate
candidates and district-level alternate candidates as indicated in section
III.A.5.b of this Plan.
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1 Fair Reflection of Presidential Preference
2
3 a. Washington State is a caucus/convention state. Accordingly, delegate and
4 alternate positions shall be allocated so as to fairly reflect the expressed
5 presidential preference or uncommitted status of the caucus participants in
6 each district. Therefore, the national convention delegates elected at the
7 district level shall be allocated in proportion to the percentage of the caucus
8 vote won in that district by each preference, except that preferences falling
1(9) below a 15% threshold shall not be awarded any delegates or alternates. (rule
13.B.)
11
12 b.  Within a district, if no presidential preference reaches a 15% threshold, the
13 threshold shall be the percentage of the vote received in that district by the
14 front-runner minus 10%. (Rule 13.F.)
15
16 c.  All district-level delegates to the National Convention will be selected based
17 upon the will of those in attendance at the CD caucus, provided those
18 supporting each candidate meet the 15% threshold. (Rule 13.F.)
19
20 Equal Division of District-Level Delegates and Alternates
21
22 a. Inorder to ensure the district-level delegates are equally divided between
23 men and women, delegate positions within each district will be designated
24 by presidential preference beginning with the highest vote-getting
25 presidential preference. This assignment of delegate positions, alternating by
26 gender as mathematically practicable, will continue with the next highest
27 vote-getting preferences in descending order until the gender of each
28 position has been assigned. (Rule 6.C.(1) & Reg. 4.8.)
29
30 b.  The delegate positions shall be pre-designated so that the gender of the first
31 position to be filled by the winning presidential candidate is pre-determined.
32 Once the allocation of district delegates among presidential preference(s) has
33 been calculated, the remaining delegate positions can be assigned to the
34 presidential preference(s), in order of vote won, alternating by gender
35 beginning with male delegates.
36
37 c.  After the delegates are selected, the alternates will be awarded, using the
gg same process described above.
40 The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the
41 Democratic National Committee (DNC) the election of the state’s district-level
42 delegates and alternates to the Democratic National Convention within three (3)
43 days after their election. (Rule8.C. & Call, IV.A.)
44
45
46
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B. UNPLEDGED DELEGATES

1. Unpledged Party Leaders and Elected Officials

a.

The following categories (if applicable) shall constitute the Unpledged Party
Leaders and Elected Official delegate positions:

(1) Members of the Democratic National Committee who legally reside in
the state; (Rule 9.A.(1), Call, LF,, ], K., & Reg. 4.13))

(2) All of Washington State’s Democratic Members of the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U.S. Senate; (Rule 9.A.(3), Call 1G. & K.)

(3) The Democratic Governor (if applicable); (Rule9.A.4), Call 1G. & K))

(4) “Distinguished Party Leader” delegates who legally reside in the state
(if applicable); Former Democratic Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives (Rule 9.A.(5), Call LK., and Reg. 4.13.)

The certification process for the Unpledged Party Leader and Elected Official
delegates is as follows:

(1) Not later than Saturday, March 1, 2008, the Secretary of the Democratic
National Committee shall officially confirm to the State Democratic
Chair the names of the unpledged delegates who legally reside in
Washington State. (Rule9.A.)

(2) Official confirmation by the Secretary shall constitute verification of the
unpledged delegates from the categories indicated above. (cal, 1v.5.1)

2. Unpledged Add-On Delegates

a.

Washington State will select 2 unpledged add-on delegates. (Rule 9.5, Call, L. & Reg.
5.1)

The procedures to be used in selecting the 2 unpledged add-on delegates will
be as follows:

(1) Selection of the unpledged add-on delegates will occur on Sunday, June
15, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at a site determined by the State Democratic Chair,
which is after the election of district delegates and alternates and prior
to the selection of the pledged Party Leader and Elected Official
delegates. The State Democratic Chair shall preside at the meeting. All
CD level delegates and alternates, unpledged delegates, presidential
candidate representatives, add-on unpledged delegate candidates who
have notified the State Democratic Chair shall be notified. Rule 9.8.(1))
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1 (2) These delegates will be selected by the Election Committee, as defined
2 in III.C.4.c, made up of district-level delegates, by a simple majority
3 from a list of nominees submitted to the State Democratic Chair. The
4 State Democratic Chair shall provide a list of his nominees no later than
5 Sunday June 15, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. (Rule 9.B.(1))
6
7 (3) Unpledged add-on delegates will be proposed by the State Democratic
8 Chair. (reg. 4.14)
9
10 (4) The equal division and affirmative action provisions of Rule 10.A. apply
11 to the selection of these unpledged add-on delegates. (Rule 9.5.(2))
12
13 (5) The list from which the Election Committee chooses the unpledged
14 add-on delegates pursuant to Rule 9.B. shall contain at least two (2)
15 names for every unpledged add-on position to be filled. (Rute 9..(3))
16
17 (6) Unpledged add-on delegate candidates may be selected whether or not
18 they previously filed a statement of candidacy for a delegate position or
%(9) submitted a pledge of support for a presidential candidate. (Rule 9.5.(5) & Reg.
4.14))
21
22 c.  Unpledged add-on delegates, selected pursuant to Rule 9.B., shall be certified
23 in writing by the State Democratic Chair to the Secretary of the Democratic
24 National Committee within three (3) days after the selection. (call, 1v.5.2)
25
26 C. PLEDGED PARTY LEADER AND ELECTED OFFICIAL (PLEO) DELEGATES
27
28 1. Washington State is allotted 10 pledged Party Leader and Elected Official (PLEO)
29 delegates. (call, 1D. & E.)
30
31 2. Pledged PLEO Delegate Filing Requirements
32
33 a. Individuals shall be eligible for the pledged Party Leader and Elected Official
34 delegate positions according to the following priority: big city mayors and
35 state-wide elected officials (to be given equal consideration); state legislative
36 leaders, state legislators, and other state, county and local elected officials
37 and party leaders. (Rule9.C.(1) & Reg. 4.15.)
38
39 b. Anindividual can qualify as a candidate for a position as a pledged PLEO
40 delegate by filing a petition of candidacy and pledge of presidential
41 preference or uncommitted with the State Democratic Chair no later than
42 Tuesday, June 10, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. (Rules 9.C.(3), & 14.G., Reg. 4.16.)
43
44
45
46
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3. Presidential Candidate Right of Review

a.

The State Democratic Chair shall convey to the presidential candidate, or
that candidate’s authorized representative(s), not later than Wednesday,
June 11, 2008 at 5:00 p.m., a list of all persons who have filed for a party and

elected official delegate pledged to that presidential candidate. (Rules 9.C.3) &
12D)

Each presidential candidate, or that candidate’s authorized representative(s),
must file with the State Democratic Chair, by Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 5:00
p-m., a list of all such candidates he or she has approved, as long as approval
is given to at least two (2) names for every position to which the presidential
candidate is entitled. (Rule 12.E.(2) & Reg. 4.23))

Failure to respond will be deemed approval of all delegate candidates
submitted to the presidential candidate unless the presidential candidate or
the authorized representative(s) signifies otherwise in writing to the State
Democratic Chair not later than Friday, June 13, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.,

The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Co-Chairs of the
DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee whether each presidential candidate
(including uncommitted status) has used their best efforts to ensure that their
respective pledged PLEO delegate candidates meet the affirmative action
and inclusion considerations and goals detailed in the Affirmative Action
section of this Plan within three (3) business days of returning the list of
approved pledged PLEO candidates as indicated in section III.C.3.b of this
Plan.

4.  Selection of Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official Delegates

a.

The pledged PLEO slots shall be allocated among presidential preferences on
the same basis as the at-large delegates. (Rule9.c.(2), 10.C, 13E. & F.)

Selection of the pledged PLEO delegates will occur on Sunday, June 15, 2008
at 10:00 a.m. at a site designated by the State Democratic Chair, which is after
the election of district-level delegates and alternates and the unpledged add-

on delegates and prior to the selection of at-large delegates and alternates.
(Rule 9.C.)

These delegates will be selected by the Elections Committee, defined as a
quorum of district-level national delegates who are present at the
Washington State Convention. (Rule 9.0.)

Alternates are not selected at the pledged Party Leader and Elected Official
level. These alternates are combined with the at-large alternates and selected
as one unit. (Reg. 4.30))
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5. The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the
Democratic National Committee the election of the state’s pledged Party Leader
and Elected Official delegates to the Democratic National Convention within three
(3) days after their election. (Rule 8.D. & Call, IV.A.)

D. AT-LARGE DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

1.  The state of Washington State is allotted 17 at-large delegates and 4 at-large
alternates. (Rule8.C., Call, LB. & 1.)

2. At-Large Delegate and Alternate Filing Requirements

a. Persons desiring to seek at-large delegate or alternate positions may file a
statement of candidacy designating their presidential or uncommitted
preference and a signed pledge of support for the presidential candidates
(including uncommitted status) with the State Party no sooner than
Wednesday, March 5, 2008, and not later than 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 10,
2008. PLEO candidates not selected as PLEO delegates will automatically be
considered candidates for the at-large positions if they choose to run subject
to approval by the presidential campaigns. Presidential campaigns must
provide a list of those at-large candidates that are to be removed from the
candidate list no later than %2 an hour before the at-large delegates are
selected.” (Rules 12.B. & 14.G.; Regs. 4.22. & 4.27.)

b.  The statement of candidacy for at-large delegates and for at-large alternates
will be the same. After the at-large delegates are elected by the Elections
Committee, those persons not chosen will then be considered candidates for

at-large alternate positions unless they specify otherwise when filing. rule
18.A.)

3.  Presidential Candidate Right of Review

a. The State Democratic Chair shall convey to the presidential candidate, or
that candidate’s authorized representative(s), not later than Wednesday,
June 11, 2008 at 5:00 p.m., a list of all persons who have filed for delegate or
alternate pledged to that presidential candidate. (Rule 12.D.) (Reg. 4.22. & 4.27,)

b.  Each presidential candidate, or that candidate’s authorized representative(s),
must then file with the State Democratic Chair, by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, June
15, 2008, a list of all such candidates he or she has approved, provided that,
at a minimum, two (2) names remain for every national convention delegate

or alternate position to which the presidential candidate is entitled. Rule 12.E.2)
& Reg. 4.23)



2008 Washington State Delegate Selection Plan Page 11

0NN N B~ WN

C.

Failure to respond will be deemed approval of all delegate candidates
submitted to the presidential candidate unless the presidential candidate or
the authorized representative(s) signifies otherwise in writing to the State
Democratic Chair not later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, June 13, 2008.

The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Co-Chairs of the
DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee whether each presidential candidate
(including uncommitted status) has used their best efforts to ensure that their
respective at-large delegate candidates and at-large alternate candidates
meet the affirmative action and inclusion considerations and goals detailed
in the Affirmative Action section of this Plan within three (3) business days
of returning the list of approved at-large delegate candidates and at-large
alternate candidates as indicated in section III.D.3.b of this Plan.

Fair Reflection of Presidential Preference

At-large delegate and alternate positions shall be allocated among
presidential preferences according to the division of preferences among the
Election Committee, as definined in II1.C.4.c, provided that no person
participating shall automatically serve by virtue of holding a public or Party
office. (Rule 9.E. & Reg. 4.18.) (Rule 10.C.)

Preferences which have not attained a 15% threshold on a state-wide basis
shall not be entitled to any at-large delegates. (rule 13.E.

If no presidential preference reaches a 15% threshold, the threshold shall be
the percentage of the statewide vote received by the front-runner, minus
10%. (Rule 13.F.)

If a presidential candidate is no longer a candidate at the time of selection of
the at-large delegates, then those at-large slots that would have been
allocated to the candidate will be proportionally divided among the
remaining preferences entitled to an allocation. (Rule10.C)

If a given presidential preference is entitled to one or more delegate positions
but would not otherwise be entitled to an alternate position, that preference
shall be allotted one at-large alternate position. (Rule 18.B,, Call, 1]. & Reg. 4.30.& 4.33.)

Selection of At-Large Delegates and Alternates

a.

The selection of the at-large delegates and alternates will occur on Sunday,
June 15, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. at a site designated by the State Democratic Chair,
which is after all unpledged delegates and pledged Party Leader and Elected
Official delegates have been selected. (Rule8.D. & Call, I11.) (Rules 10.B. & 8.D.)
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1 b.  Sub-caucuses for each candidate and unpledged will be held to elect
2 delegates and alternates to this level.
3
4 c.  Preferences which have not received the 15% threshold on a state-wide basis
5 shall not be entitled to any delegates.
6
7 d. These delegates and alternates will be selected by the Elections Committee,
8 composed of delegates previously selected, sub-caucused by candidate
9 preference and unpledged, and will each be elected by a majority vote.
10
11 e.  Priority of Consideration
12
13 (1) In the selection of the at-large delegation priority of consideration shall
14 be given to African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans,
15 Asian/Pacific Americans and women. (Rule 6.A.)
16
17 (2) Inorder to continue the Democratic Party’s ongoing efforts to include
18 groups historically under-represented in the Democratic Party’s affairs
19 and to assist in the achievement of full participation by these groups,
20 priority of consideration shall be given other groups by virtue of
%% race/ ethnicity, age, sexual orientation or disability. (Rules5.C, 6.A.(3), & Reg.
47)
23
24 (3) The election of at-large delegates and alternates shall be used, if
25 necessary, to achieve the equal division of positions between men and
26 women, and may be used to achieve the representation goals
27 established in the Affirmative Action section of this Plan. Rule6.A.)
28
29 (4) Delegates and alternates are to be considered separate groups for this
30 purpose. (Rules 6.A.(3), 10.A. & Regs. 4.8 & 4.19.)
31
32 The State Democratic Chair shall certify in writing to the Secretary of the Democratic
33 National Committee the election of the state’s at-large delegates and alternates to the
34 Democratic National Convention within three (3) days after their election. (Rule s.C. &
35 Call, IV.A.)
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
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E. REPLACEMENT OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

1. A pledged delegate or alternate may be replaced according to the following
guidelines:

a. Permanent Replacement of a Delegate: (Rule 18.D.(2))

1)

A permanent replacement occurs when a delegate resigns or dies prior
to or during the national convention and the alternate replaces the
delegate for the remainder of the National Convention.

Any alternate permanently replacing a delegate shall be of the same
presidential preference (including uncommitted status) and gender of
the delegate he/she replaces, and to the extent possible shall be from
the same political subdivision within the state as the delegate.

(@) Inthe case where the presidential candidate has only one alternate,
that alternate shall become the certified delegate.

(b) If a presidential candidate has only one alternate, and that
alternate permanently replaces a delegate of the opposite gender,
thereby causing the delegation to no longer be equally divided, the
delegation shall not be considered in violation of Rule 6.C. In such
a case, notwithstanding Rule 18.D.(2), the State Party Committee
shall, at the time of a subsequent permanent replacement, replace a
delegate with a person of the opposite sex, in order to return the
delegation to equal division of men and women. (Reg. 4.32,)

b. Temporary Replacement of a Delegate: (rule 18.D.(3))

1)

(2)

A temporary replacement occurs when a delegate is to be absent for a
limited period of time during the convention and an alternate
temporarily acts in the delegate’s place.

Any alternate who temporarily replaces a delegate must be of the same
presidential preference (including uncommitted status) as the delegate
he/she replaces, and to the extent possible shall be of the same gender
and from the same political subdivision within the state as the delegate.

c.  The following system will be used to select permanent and temporary
replacements of delegates: the delegate chooses the alternate, except that if
the delegate is not available to name a replacement, then the Delegation shall
choose the replacement. (Rule 18.D.(1))





