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A Resolution to Restore Full Funding to the USDA 1 

Market-Access Program in the Proposed White House 2 

Budget 3 

  4 

WHEREAS the $42B agriculture industry in the state of Washington is a cornerstone of 5 

the state’s economy, employing 160,000 and contributing 13% to the economy; 6 

 7 

WHEREAS more than $9.3B in food and agricultural products were exported through 8 

Washington ports in 2007, the third largest total in the U.S.;    9 

 10 

WHEREAS the Market Access Program (MAP) of the United States Department of 11 

Agriculture provides invaluable assistance in the marketing of many Washington State 12 

crops beyond the borders of the U.S., including aquaculture products, cherries, hops, 13 

honey, potatoes, wine and grapes, organic food products, pears, apples, dairy products, 14 

meat, dry pea and lentils, poultry, grain and wheat, and other tree fruits, thus providing 15 

critical support in assuring continued high agricultural production, a continuing 16 

economic contribution to the State, and continued employment to the State; 17 

 18 

WHEREAS the entire national economy is experiencing a recession which is impacting 19 

agriculture as it is all other sectors of the economy; and 20 

 21 

WHEREAS the proposed White House Budget for FY 2010 includes a 20% reduction in 22 

MAP funding from the approved funding of the 2008 Farm Bill, which would have 23 

probable further negative economic effects reducing agricultural sales and jobs which 24 

would then impact the larger state economy now and in the future; 25 

 26 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Washington State Democratic Central 27 

Committee, call on the President, and the White House Budget Office, to withdraw 28 

request for a 20% reduction of MAP funding;  29 

 30 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Representative Collin Peterson, 31 

Chair, Agriculture Committee, U.S. House of Representatives; Senator Tom Harkin, 32 

Chair, Agriculture Committee, U.S. Senate, Senator Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell  33 

(D) WA reject the proposed 20% budget reduction of  the MAP and maintain the MAP 34 

funding  in the 2008 Farm Bill as already approved by Congress; and 35 

 36 

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that businesses and growers receiving 37 

MAP funding, and their labor contractors, must be in compliance with all applicable 38 

U.S. Labor Laws including the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection 39 

Act (MSPA) and, where applicable, the International Labor Organization’s Declaration 40 

on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. 41 

 42 
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 43 

Submitted by the Douglas County Democrats to the Washington State Democratic 44 

Central Committee for consideration at its April 25, 2009 meeting in Tacoma. (Date 45 

Submitted 4/15/2009) 46 

 47 

The WSDCC Resolutions Committee “AMENDED THIS RESOLUTION AND 48 

RECOMMENDED A PASS” at its April 24, 2009 meeting in Tacoma. 49 

 50 

The WSDCC “PASSED” this resolution at its April 25, 2009 meeting in Tacoma. 51 


