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Resolution to End the US
Occupation and Air War in Afghanistan

WHEREAS concerned citizens and lawmakers are calling for a U.S. exit strategy from
Afghanistan that will end the occupation and air war and ensure the safety and security
of our troops, our nation, and the region;

WHEREAS outgoing U.S. Ambassador Eikenberry expresses concern about corruption
in the Afghan government and our inability to stabilize the situation; and, far from
eradicating the Taliban and other insurgencies, the presence of foreign troops has
instead strengthened insurgency, creating greater insecurity, death and
impoverishment of the Afghan people, and allowing opium trade to flourish where it
had been greatly diminished;

WHEREAS Americans are disturbed by the toll on our honorable young men and
women incurred through extended and repeated deployments; we grieve with the
families of those who have been killed and wounded,;

WHEREAS Congress has appropriated $1trillion on the Afghan and Iraq wars to date;
the US national debt is now $12 trillion; the cost of the war in Afghanistan is $43 billion
per year and will rise by $1 billion for each additional 1,000 troops sent to Afghanistan;
while the United States and the State of Washington are in an economic crisis without
money to fund domestic needs;

WHEREAS the mission in Afghanistan has drifted from finding and punishing Osama
Bin Laden, to quashing Al Qaeda and terrorist camps, to disarming the Taliban; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats urge the Obama
Administration to define the mission in Afghanistan, and to set a timetable for
withdrawal, end the use of mercenary contractors, and end air strikes;

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats urge
multi-party talks aimed at peaceful resolution of conflict and ensuring legitimate
representation of the people of Afghanistan, multi-party regional diplomacy for the
safety and stability of neighboring countries, and a redirection of American financial
expenditures from war activities to humanitarian and developmental aid administered

by NGO's; and

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent
to the WA State Congressional Delegation and President Obama, so as to inform them
of the desires of their constituency in this matter.
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Submitted by the 11t LD Democrats to the Washington State Democratic Central

Committee for consideration at its January 30, 2010 meeting in Seattle. (Date Submitted
1/20/2010)

The WSDCC Resolutions Committee “AMENDED THIS RESOLUTION AND
RECOMMENDED A PASS” at its January 30, 2010 meeting in Seattle.

The WSDCC “PASSED” this resolution at its January 30, 2010 meeting in Seattle.



