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Resolution Supporting a Paid Vacation Guarantee for 1 

All American Workers 2 

 3 

WHEREAS the United States is the only industrial nation without a law mandating 4 

paid vacation for all workers; 5 

 6 

WHEREAS 25% of US workers get no paid vacation time at all and studies show that 7 

the average length of vacation time for Americans is getting shorter; 8 

 9 

WHEREAS many workers are finding themselves unable to take their vacation time 10 

due to job stresses and overwork; 11 

 12 

WHEREAS vacation time has been proven to be essential to health, family bonding, 13 

workplace productivity and other desirable outcomes; 14 

 15 

WHEREAS a law providing paid vacation time for all Americans would provide 16 

vacation rights and protections for many Americans, especially the poor, and would 17 

make a powerful statement that the United States, as a nation, supports the right of all 18 

Americans to have some time for extended rest and restoration during each year; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS workers in most industrial nations receive at least four weeks paid vacation 21 

by law; 22 

 23 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party of the State of Washington 24 

calls on Congress and the President to enact a law supporting a minimum three-week 25 

paid vacation for all Americans; 26 

 27 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party calls on the 28 

State of Washington and jurisdictions within the State of Washington to take the lead in 29 

passing legislation guaranteeing a minimum three-week paid vacation for all their 30 

residents; and 31 

 32 

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Washington State Democratic 33 

Central Committee forward this resolution to the Washington State Delegation to the 34 

US Congress, the Governor and the Washington State Legislature. 35 

 36 

 37 

Submitted by the Yakima County Democrats to the Democratic Central Committee for 38 

consideration at its June 14 convention in Spokane. (Date Submitted 5/6/2008) 39 

 40 

The Resolutions Committee “AMENDED THIS RESOLUTION AND RECOMMENDED 41 

A PASS” at its May 31, 2008 meeting in Ellensburg. 42 

 43 
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The Washington State Democratic Convention “PASSED” this resolution at its June 14, 44 

2008 meeting in Spokane. 45 


