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Use of Union Talent in Audio, Live Performances, 1 

and Video Production 2 

 3 

WHEREAS Washington State boasts many of America's most talented audio, live 4 

performance, video performers, and technicians; 5 

 6 

WHEREAS the best and most professional of these dedicated and industrious 7 

performers and technicians are members of five AFL-CIO member unions: American 8 

Federation of Musicians (AFM), the American Federation of Television and Radio 9 

Artists (AFTRA), the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving 10 

Picture Technicians, Artists and Allied Crafts (IATSE), the International Brotherhood of 11 

Electrical Workers' Broadcast Unit (IBEW), and the Screen Actors Guild (SAG); 12 

 13 

WHEREAS a strong economy is based upon jobs that provide safe working conditions, 14 

a fair and living wage, and health and retirement benefits; 15 

 16 

WHEREAS these performers and technicians want to be financially responsible for 17 

providing their own health insurance and retirement benefits; 18 

 19 

WHEREAS they can only pay into those benefit plans through contributions earned 20 

while working under union contracts; 21 

 22 

WHEREAS the proven cost difference between work done under a union contract and 23 

that done outside of union agreements is negligible; and 24 

 25 

WHEREAS it is in the interest of all to encourage and support union workers; 26 

 27 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democratic Central 28 

Committee urge its members and endorsed candidates to produce all live productions, 29 

trade shows, electronically-generated or recorded media projects, for broadcast or 30 

internal use, under contracts with AFM, AFTRA, IATSE, IBEW, or SAG, and that they 31 

employ members of those unions in those productions;  32 

 33 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the Washington State 34 

Democratic Central Committee urge its members and endorsed candidates to encourage 35 

their employers, both private and public, to likewise produce all live productions, trade 36 

shows, electronically-generated or recorded media projects, for broadcast or internal 37 

use, under contracts with AFM, AFTRA, IATSE, IBEW, or SAG, and that they employ 38 

members of those unions in those productions; and 39 

 40 

 41 
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THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats shall 42 

send a copy of this resolution to our Democratic elected officials and County and LD 43 

parties, and that these persons and organizations are expected to transmit these 44 

instructions to all future elected officials and nominated candidates.   45 

 46 

 47 

Submitted by the King County Democrats to the Washington State Democratic Central 48 

Committee for consideration at its September 26, 2009 meeting in Walla Walla. (Date 49 

Submitted 9/25/2009) 50 

 51 

The WSDCC Resolutions Committee “RECOMMENDED A PASS WITH 52 

AMENDMENTS” on this resolution at its September 26, 2009 meeting in Walla Walla. 53 

 54 

The WSDCC “PASSED” this resolution at its September 26, 2009 meeting in Walla 55 

Walla. 56 


