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Resolution 1 

To Oppose the Confirmation of Judge Samuel Alito 2 

to the Supreme Court 3 

 4 

WHEREAS Judge Samuel Alito has long supported extreme policies and approaches to 5 

constitutional interpretation that are contrary to liberty and justice for all Americans, as 6 

illustrated by the following; 7 

 8 

WHEREAS he highlighted his opposition to affirmative action “even in cases in which 9 

the discrimination has been intentional, egregious, and long-standing” and to women’s 10 

rights to reproductive choice, which he said “the Constitution does not protect” when 11 

he applied for a Reagan Administration job in 1985; 12 

 13 

WHEREAS in a 1991 decision for the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 14 

Circuit that the Supreme Court overturned, he upheld Pennsylvania’s requirement that 15 

a woman, except in very narrow circumstances, notify her husband before obtaining an 16 

abortion; 17 

 18 

WHEREAS in 1996, he was the Third Circuit’s only member taking the position that 19 

Congress has no power to ban fully automatic weapons; and  20 

 21 

WHEREAS his 2000 Third Circuit opinion that Congress had no power to require 22 

employer compliance with the Family and Medical Leave Act was later overturned by 23 

the Supreme Court; 24 

 25 

WHEREAS his 2001 opinion for a three-judge Third Circuit panel which upheld 26 

eliminating African American jurors on the basis of race in a capital case against an 27 

African American man was later repudiated by the full Third Circuit later and criticized 28 

for minimizing “the history of discrimination against prospective black jurors and black 29 

defendants”; 30 

 31 

WHEREAS he has taken dissenting positions in cases before the Third Circuit that 32 

would make it unreasonably difficult for victims of discrimination to prove their claims, 33 

and which that court’s majority in one case said would “immunize” an employer in 34 

many circumstances from the reach of racial discrimination laws in the Civil Rights Act 35 

of 1964; 36 

  37 

WHEREAS this pattern of opinions that would limit religious liberty, undermine anti-38 

discrimination laws, threaten reproductive and privacy rights established by Roe v 39 

Wade, and prevent the federal government from defending its citizens through 40 

environmental and worker protections indicates that his elevation to the Supreme Court 41 

would seriously jeopardize Americans’ rights; and 42 

 43 
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WHEREAS the preservation of liberty and justice for all irrespective of race, color, 44 

creed, sex, class, or ethnic origin cannot tolerate compromise when the issue is retaining 45 

the integrity and impartiality of the judicial branch of government; 46 

 47 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democratic Central 48 

Committee hereby petitions Senator Patty Murray and Senator Maria Cantwell to 49 

promptly go on record opposing the confirmation of Judge Alito to the Supreme Court 50 

and to support any filibuster to prevent his confirmation.  51 

 52 

 53 

Submitted to the WSDCC for consideration at its January 28, 2006 meeting in Ocean 54 

Shores by the Clark County Democratic Central Committee (Date Submitted 55 

12/21/2005) 56 

 57 

The WSDCC Resolutions Committee amended this resolution and recommended a 58 

“Pass” at its January 28, 2006 meeting in South Seattle - Kent. 59 

 60 

Passed by the WSDCC at its January 28, 2006 meeting in South Seattle – Kent. 61 


