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Legalization of Industrial Hemp Cultivation in the 1 

United States 2 

 3 

WHEREAS industrial hemp (Cannabis sativa spp.) has thousands of potential uses 4 

(Popular Mechanics magazine reports that industrial hemp has the potential to be 5 

manufactured into more than 25,000 environmentally friendly products); 6 

 7 

WHEREAS hemp is one of the fastest growing sources of biomass; 8 

 9 

WHEREAS hemp requires no pesticides, can replace tree paper, be used in cosmetics 10 

and can be used to make plastics that decompose; 11 

 12 

WHEREAS Canada's Agriculture Ministry has stated that “Hemp’s remarkable 13 

advantages are hard to beat: it thrives without herbicides, it reinvigorates the soil, it 14 

requires less water than cotton, it matures in three to four months, and it can yield four 15 

times as much paper per acre as trees”; 16 

 17 

WHEREAS hemp can displace the industrial use of wood fiber and save forests for 18 

watershed, wildlife habitat and recreation as well as for oxygen production and carbon 19 

sequestration which reduces global warming. Durable products made from hemp 20 

contain carbon, thus adding to hemp's carbon sequestration capacity; 21 

 22 

WHEREAS George Washington and Thomas Jefferson both grew hemp, Ben Franklin 23 

owned a mill that made hemp paper, and the first and second drafts of the Declaration 24 

of Independence were written on hemp paper; 25 

 26 

WHEREAS hemp fibers are longer, stronger, more absorbent and more mildew-27 

resistant than cotton (cotton cultivation is responsible for 50% of the all the world's 28 

agricultural chemical use). Fabrics made of at least one-half hemp block the sun's UV 29 

rays more effectively than other fabrics. The long fibers in hemp paper allow it to be 30 

recycled several times more than wood-based paper; 31 

 32 

WHEREAS hemp fibers are increasingly used to strengthen cement, and in other 33 

composite materials for many construction and manufacturing applications; 34 

 35 

WHEREAS U.S. retailers and manufacturers annually import approximately 1.9 million 36 

pounds of hemp fiber, much of which could be grown in the US; 37 

 38 

WHEREAS hemp oil is the richest known source of polyunsaturated essential fatty 39 

acids (the 'good' fats). 30–35% of the weight of hemp seed is oil containing 80% essential 40 

fatty acids (EFAs), linoleic acid (LA, 50-70%), alpha-linolenic acid (ALA, 15–25%) and 41 

Gamma-Linolenic acid (GLA, 1–6%). The proportions of linoleic acid and alpha-42 

linolenic acid in hemp seed oil meet human requirements for EFAs; 43 
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 44 

WHEREAS hemp seed contains 20% highly-digestible protein.  The amino acid 45 

composition of hemp seed is characterized as a "complete protein" and is closer to the 46 

complete protein found in meat, milk and eggs than all other oil seeds except quinoa 47 

and soy; 48 

 49 

WHEREAS the oil from hemp seed dries on exposure to air without the use of toxic 50 

synthetic chemical solvents and drying agents, a rare and useful characteristic that 51 

hemp seed oil shares with linseed oil, making it an excellent base for low toxicity paints, 52 

wood finishes and concrete sealer; 53 

 54 

WHEREAS the hemp plant is currently harvested for commercial purposes in over 30 55 

nations, including Canada, China, Russia, Hungary, Germany, the Netherlands, France, 56 

Spain, England, Poland and many other Eastern European and Asian countries; 57 

 58 

WHEREAS while all Cannabis plant varieties contain delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol 59 

(THC) which is the psychoactive ingredient found in hashish and marijuana, industrial 60 

hemp does not contain an amount capable of producing any intoxicating effect, even if 61 

significant quantities are administered. EU and Canadian regulations limit THC content 62 

to 0.3% in industrial hemp; 63 

 64 

WHEREAS hemp was cultivated in the US until 1937 when Congress passed the 65 

Marijuana Tax Act outlawing marijuana. Although not a bill specifically aimed at 66 

industrial hemp production, legal limitations posed by the legislation unjustly put an 67 

end to this once prominent industry; 68 

 69 

WHEREAS hemp is legally recognized as a commercial crop by the United Nations 70 

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the North American Free Trade Agreement 71 

(NAFTA), and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT); 72 

 73 

WHEREAS between 1995 and 2002, 53 bills were introduced in state legislatures to 74 

study or regulate the cultivation of industrial hemp and 25 of those passed. Since the 75 

federal Drug Enforcement Administration still has jurisdiction over hemp cultivation 76 

and continues to prohibit it, efforts to revive the industrial hemp industry in the US are 77 

stymied; and 78 

 79 

WHEREAS prohibition on the cultivation of industrial hemp in the United States puts 80 

the American farmer at a competitive disadvantage with respect to much of the rest of 81 

the world, impedes the development of a hemp processing industrial sector the US with 82 

its accompanying employment opportunities and tax revenue generation, and robs the 83 

US economy of developing a potential segment of the new "green industries" 84 

movement; 85 

 86 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Democratic Party of Washington State shall call 87 

upon the Washington State Legislature and the Washington State Congressional 88 

Delegation to support state and federal legislation aimed at eliminating barriers to the 89 

full legalization of domestic industrial hemp cultivation, harvest and processing - 90 

specifically, the Democratic Party of Washington State calls upon the Democratic 91 

members of the Washington State Congressional delegation to support H. R. 1009 "The 92 

Industrial Hemp Farming Act of 2007". 93 

 94 

 95 

Submitted by the Lincoln County Democrats to the Democratic Central Committee for 96 

consideration at its June 14 convention in Spokane. (Date Submitted 4/29/2008) 97 

 98 

The Resolutions Committee “AMENDED THIS RESOLUTION AND RECOMMENDED 99 

A PASS” at its May 31, 2008 meeting in Ellensburg. 100 

 101 

The Washington State Democratic Convention “PASSED” this resolution at its June 14, 102 

2008 meeting in Spokane. 103 


