
2014SC - 121 - 140621 - PASS - IMM - Relief to Undocumented Americans 
Page 1 of 2 

Resolution Supporting Ending of Family Separation and 1 

Granting Administrative Relief to Undocumented Americans 2 

 3 
WHEREAS we commend the President for his continued support of comprehensive 4 
immigration reform and were encouragement by the passage of the Border Security, 5 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act (S. 744) in the United 6 
States Senate due in large part to its Democratic majority; 7 
 8 
WHEREAS Congressional House Republican leadership and its members continue to 9 
hold immigration reform hostage, and meanwhile, only votes to defund the Deferred 10 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program for undocumented immigrant youth and young 11 
adults; 12 
 13 
WHEREAS over 2 million people have been deported since 2008 and the rate of 14 
deportations is at a record high of 1,100 individuals being deported daily, tragically 15 
separating thousands of families; 16 
 17 
WHEREAS an estimated 200,000 deportees in a two-year period were reported to be the 18 
parents of U.S. citizens and more than 5,000 children are in the U.S. child welfare 19 
system because a parent has been detained or deported; 20 
 21 
WHEREAS there are more than a quarter million LGBT undocumented immigrants in 22 
the United States, who are at increased risk of abuse and mistreatment when placed in 23 
immigration detention; 24 
 25 
WHEREAS undocumented immigrants paid $11.2 billion in state and local taxes across 26 
the United States in 2010 alone, $292 million of which came from undocumented 27 
Washingtonians. Granting work authorization to these immigrants through an 28 
administrative relief program would further increase their economic contributions to 29 
our state. In fact, research shows that in just the first three years following legalization, 30 
the higher earning power of newly legalized workers translates into an increase in net 31 
personal income of $30 to $36 billion, which would generate $4.5 to $5.4 billion in 32 
additional net tax revenue; 33 
 34 
WHEREAS 11 million undocumented Americans have been living, contributing and 35 
enriching our country, but live a life of uncertainty and fear of deportation and family 36 
separation; 37 
 38 
WHEREAS torture survivors and victims of human trafficking can be detained for 39 
months or years, further aggravating their isolation, depression, and other mental 40 
health problems associated with their past trauma; and 41 
 42 
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WHEREAS we, the members of the Democratic Party, hold deeply the principles of 43 
family values in families of all forms, including those of mixed-immigration status; 44 
 45 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats urge President 46 
Barack Obama to use all means available, including deferred action to suspend, delay, 47 
or dispense with the deportations of undocumented family members of U.S. Citizens, 48 
Legal Permanent Residents, DREAMers, DACA recipients and immigrants who would 49 
benefit from S. 774 “The Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration 50 
Modernization Act”; and  51 
 52 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats will 53 
submit a copy of this resolution to President Barack Obama, Secretary Jeh Johnson, 54 
Democratic National Committee Chair Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, as well as 55 
Washington State’s Congressional Delegation, Governor and Attorney General 56 
requesting action consistent with this resolution. 57 
  58 
 59 
Submitted by the 27th LD Democrats to the 2014 Washington State Democratic 60 
Convention. (Date Submitted 5/31/2014) 61 
 62 
The Subcommittee on Immigration recommended that this resolution be passed as 63 
amended at their May 31st meeting. 64 
 65 
The Platform Committee affirmed the recommendation of the Subcommittee on 66 
Immigration at their May 31st meeting. 67 
 68 
The 2014 Washington State Democratic Convention passed this resolution on June 21, 69 
2014. 70 


