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Stop the Warming of the Oceans 1 
 2 
WHEREAS unmitigated use of fossil fuel for the worlds energy needs has, over the past 3 
200 years, since the beginning of the industrial revolution, increased the amount of 4 
carbon dioxide in Earth’s atmosphere from about 280 parts per million to over 400 parts 5 
per million; 6 
 7 
WHEREAS excess carbon dioxide becomes absorbed into the oceans of the world and 8 
creates carbonic acid (CO2+H2O  H2CO3) causing the oceans to become acidic; 9 
 10 
WHEREAS the oceans have absorbed at least half of the CO2 emissions that have 11 
occurred since, the beginning of the industrial revolution, about 1750 AD; 12 
 13 
WHEREAS acidification of the oceans adversely affects marine animals and marine 14 
ecosystems by dissolving coral reefs, the exoskeletons of oysters, shellfish, corals and 15 
other marine animals, thereby diminishing the food supply for fish and other marine 16 
animals indigent to local ecosystems and to other animals and humans who belong to 17 
the larger world ecosystem; and 18 
 19 
WHEREAS by burning the coal, natural gas and petroleum oil that Earth sequestered 20 
millions of years ago, as fossil fuel, humanity has added so much carbon dioxide into 21 
the atmosphere that merely reducing the amount of carbon we are putting into the 22 
atmosphere is not enough. The only way to help the planet return to a state of normalcy 23 
is to actively begin removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere; 24 
 25 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Washington State Democratic Party adopt the 26 
following statement to be included in the Energy and Environment sections of 27 
Democratic Party Platforms for county, state and national Democratic Party 28 
organizations, to wit: We support legislation that will enhance the development of and 29 
the construction of a new infrastructure that will remove carbon dioxide from the 30 
atmosphere not merely reduce the amount of carbon dioxide being emitted into the 31 
atmosphere. 32 
 33 
 34 
Submitted by the Skagit County Convention. 35 
 36 
The Platform Committee recommended that this resolution be passed at their June 17, 37 
2016 meeting. 38 
  39 
The 2016 Washington State Democratic Convention passed this resolution on June 18, 40 
2016. 41 
 42 


