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Resolution to Amply Fund  K-12 Basic Education with New 1 

Revenue 2 
 3 

WHEREAS the WA State Constitution mandates “it is the paramount duty of the State 4 
to make ample provision for the education of all children residing within its borders;”  5 
 6 
WHEREAS the WA State Supreme Court has unanimously ruled that the State is 7 
violating its constitutional paramount duty to “amply provide for the education of all 8 
Washington children;”  9 
 10 
WHEREAS the State Legislature has been ordered to fully provide that ample funding 11 
by no later than the 2018 school year, and the Supreme Court repeatedly ruled the State 12 
in contempt of court since 2014 for the legislature’s repeated failure to produce the 13 
court-ordered ample funding plan;  14 
 15 
WHEREAS Washington cannot fund basic education through cuts to other essential 16 
state services;  17 
 18 
WHEREAS Washington has the most regressive tax system in the country with our 19 
lowest income earners paying the highest percent of taxes and our highest income 20 
earners paying a lower percent of taxes;  21 
 22 
WHEREAS the recent education funding deal approved by the legislature fails to fully 23 
fund K-12 education, for example, it will leave Seattle Public Schools with a shortfall in 24 
the hundreds of millions of dollars by 2020, including at least a $40 million shortfall for 25 
special education;  26 
 27 
WHEREAS the recent education funding deal relied on regressive taxes, including a 28 
sizable property tax increase, without passing new progressive revenue;  29 
 30 
WHEREAS cutting staff at schools and cutting needed services is highly disruptive to 31 
the stability of school communities, impacting our most vulnerable populations in 32 
greater proportion; 33 
 34 
WHEREAS Washington students, parents, and teachers should not be forced to go 35 
through this disruption because of the State’s ongoing failure to amply fund basic 36 
education per their constitutional paramount duty; 37 
 38 
WHEREAS Governor Jay Inslee suggested legislators could revisit this education 39 
funding deal in the 2018 legislative session; and 40 
 41 
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WHEREAS Washington State gives away approximately $30 billion in tax breaks per 42 
biennium and has no state capital gains tax on the top 1 percent of earners;  43 
 44 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democratic Central 45 
Committee requests that our State Officials promptly and fully comply with the 46 
Supreme Court’s orders in McCleary and pass a new education funding plan that 47 
actually and amply funds basic education with progressive taxation, such as closing 48 
corporate tax loopholes on the wealthiest corporations and implementing a capital 49 
gains tax on the top 1 percent, in order not to increase the burden on the state’s lowest 50 
income earners or cut other social services or education programs. 51 
 52 
 53 
Submitted by the 36th LD Democrats on 8/17/17. 54 
 55 
The Resolutions Committee reviewed and amended this resolution and recommended 56 
that it be passed. 57 
 58 
The Washington State Democratic Central Committee approved this resolution on 59 
9/10/17. 60 


