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Protecting Net Neutrality 1 

 2 
WHEREAS high-speed Internet access service, referred to generically as “broadband 3 
advanced communication services,” including both wired and wireless technologies, is 4 
essential in the 21st century for economic competitiveness and quality of life;  5 
 6 
WHEREAS broadband infrastructure is vital to the operation and management of other critical 7 
infrastructures, including energy generation systems, the power grid, water supply systems, 8 
smart cities, the Internet of Things, public safety and emergency response systems, medical 9 
facilities, educational institutions, and libraries;  10 
 11 
WHEREAS studies confirm that the use of broadband advanced communication services 12 
increases economic productivity, public and private organizational operation efficiency, and 13 
enhanced business profitability;  14 
 15 
WHEREAS the provision and maintenance of equitable access to technology, broadband 16 
Internet access services, digital content, and classroom management tools are necessary for all 17 
students, teachers, and school administrators in Washington, including those in rural and 18 
other unserved and underserved areas, in order to provide equal educational resources to all 19 
students at all education levels;  20 
 21 
WHEREAS the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted open Internet rules on 22 
February 26, 2015, to protect free expression and innovation on the Internet and to promote 23 
investment in the nation’s broadband networks;  24 
 25 
WHEREAS those open Internet rules ensure that consumers and businesses have access to a 26 
fast, fair, and open Internet by imposing three bright-line rules: (1) Broadband providers shall 27 
not block access to lawful content, applications, services, or nonharmful devices; (2) 28 
Broadband providers shall not impair or degrade lawful Internet traffic on the basis of content, 29 
application, or service, or use of a nonharmful device; and (3) Broadband providers shall not 30 
favor some lawful Internet traffic over other lawful Internet traffic in exchange for 31 
consideration of any kind;  32 
 33 
WHEREAS because the Internet must be a place in which companies, large and small, as well 34 
as individual developers, can compete on a level playing field, the Skagit County Democrat 35 
Party supports net neutrality as a principle that underpins a fast, fair, and open Internet for 36 
consumers and businesses to ensure equal access to lawful content by prohibiting paid 37 
prioritization, throttling, and blocking;  38 
 39 
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WHEREAS the federal Lifeline program provides a discount on telephone service to 40 
qualifying low-income consumers in every state, territory, commonwealth, and Tribal land, 41 
and ensures that all Americans have the opportunities and security that telephone service 42 
provides, including connecting to jobs, family, and emergency services;  43 
 44 
WHEREAS on March 31, 2016, the FCC adopted a comprehensive reform and modernization 45 
of the federal Lifeline program by including broadband Internet access service as a support 46 
service in the federal Lifeline program and established a federal Lifeline National Eligibility 47 
Verifier to make independent subscriber eligibility determinations;  48 
 49 
WHEREAS Federal Lifeline program moneys should be dedicated solely to the purposes 50 
established by Congress and the FCC, and diverting those moneys to pay for other programs 51 
through the imposition of state taxes, fees, or surcharges on federal Lifeline program benefits 52 
or connections should be prohibited; and 53 
 54 
WHEREAS established as a part of the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, the FCC’s E-55 
rate program provides discounts on telecommunication and Internet access services to schools 56 
and libraries, based on poverty level;  57 
 58 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Washington State Democrats strongly support each of 59 
the above positions, initiatives, and programs, views them as high priorities for Washington 60 
State and the country, and opposes any federal efforts to rescind or block them;  61 
 62 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Washington State Democratic Party 63 
respectfully urges the Washington State Legislature to continue to protect net neutrality, open 64 
Internet access, the federal Lifeline program’s discounted telephone service for qualifying low-65 
income consumers, and the E-rate program’s discounted telecommunication and Internet 66 
access services for schools and libraries by passing House Bill 2282; and  67 
 68 
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED the Washington State Democratic Party 69 
respectfully urges the Congress of the United States to pass similar legislation to be applied 70 
nationwide. 71 
 72 
Submitted by the Skagit County Democrats. 73 
 74 
The Platform Committee recommended that this resolution be passed at their June 15, 2018 75 
meeting. 76 
 77 
The 2018 Washington State Democratic Convention passed this resolution on June 16, 2018. 78 


