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 Support Tenants’ Rights: Repair the Imbalances in Landlord-Tenant 1 

Legislation 2 
 3 
WHEREAS rents in Pierce County have been going up at an alarming rate, rents in Tacoma 4 
alone rose by 8% last year;  5 
 6 
WHEREAS here is a demonstrated shortage of affordable rental housing in Pierce County;  7 
 8 
WHEREAS tenants most negatively affected are the most vulnerable in our community are 9 
seniors on fixed incomes, the disabled and others with low-incomes;  10 
 11 
WHEREAS certain unscrupulous landlords are taking advantage of this situation to evict 12 
vulnerable people from their homes in order to raise rents beyond their ability to pay; and 13 
 14 
WHEREAS present landlord-tenant legislation and regulation is unable to halt unfair and 15 
unscrupulous practices, and our administration lack effective tools to protect renters;  16 
 17 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington State Democrats support the following 18 
policies to redress the imbalance and restore a greater measure of justice to vulnerable renters: 19 
 20 
We support a "Security of Tenancy" package of bills to include: 21 

1. Removing the state restriction on rent control to allow local jurisdictions to make these 22 
decisions.  23 

2. Removing "no cause" eviction from state landlord/tenant law and substituting “Just 24 
Causes” for eviction. 25 

3. Adding a requirement to each jurisdiction's receipt of state housing/homelessness 26 
money - that all Washington counties receive at minimum the document recording fee - 27 
to require that each jurisdiction have a "tenant emergency plan" to address the 28 
jurisdiction's response to any no cause mass eviction of more than five units. This plan 29 
would clearly identify the jurisdiction's responsibilities and the local agency or agencies 30 
responsible for relocation.  Finally, each jurisdiction would be required to report to the 31 
state on the relocation status of each affected household. 32 

4. This plan should add a relocation benefit to the landlord tenant law, to be paid by 33 
owners of more than 50 single family units, to provide an amount equal to: first month’s 34 
rent, deposit, and any required utility deposits and certified support animal pet 35 
deposits. 36 

Submitted by the Pierce County Democrats. 37 
 38 
The Platform Committee recommended that this resolution be passed at their June 15, 2018 39 
meeting. 40 
 41 
The 2018 Washington State Democratic Convention passed this resolution on June 16, 2018. 42 


